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NOT AT ALL, 


TAUGHT THE ART WA | ג‎ --ᾱ I AN IN NO 
OF SWORDSMAN- — 

SHIP BY MASTER д Е HURRY/ 2, > HURRY WITH 
MUSASHI IS AN 4 N MY JOURNEY 


Kokura 
+ із far! 
ITS ONLY 
A LITTLE, BUT 
| PLEASE TAKE 
THIS FOR YOUR 
৯ TRAVELLING 
ЗА EXPENSES. | 


LET'S 
HURRY TO 
KOKURA, 


У, 


এ Vat 


DON'T BE 
IN SUCH 
A RUSH, 


TOYOZA. 
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WELL GET 
TO KOKURA 
ON OUR WAY 
EVENTUALLY. 


SO 
BEAUTIFUL. 
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HAD A NICE 


HARVEST. 


| = OH? 

TM ፓ WHERE ARE 
MUSASHI Se ë YOU LOT 
MIYAMOTO, | ) 


A RONIN 
FROM SA- 
KUSHU. 
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/ 
I GUESS 


ID LIKE 
то во סד‎ 


MASTER'S WE COULD 
HOMETOWN. TRY GOING 
BY MIMASAKA 


ALONG THE 
WAY. 
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THE YAGYU. 


WERE NOT 
GOING THAT 
FAR INTO THE 
MOUNTAINS/ 


HOW 
MANY YEARS 
HAVE PASSED 

SINCE WE LAST 
PARTED WAYS? 


FOR YOU 


TROUBLE I'VE THAT IS... 
CAUSED... 


WE'VE BEEN 
WAITING UNTIL 
YOU WERE 


YOU'VE BEEN 5 THAT 
FOLLOWING ই WAS ON 
ME SINCE PURPOSE, 


YESTERDAY. 2 IDIOTS. 


MUSASHI 
MIVAMOTO, 
PRESENTING 
VOUR HEAD 


USALOT წ, 
OF MONEY. № 


ГУЕ СОТ 
REALLY FED 
UP WITH ІТ. 


AND WHAT'S 
YOUR OTHER 
REASON... 


FOR GOING 
TO THE ТОР? 


THAT WAS 
A LONG 


ARE ALSO 
CLEAR. 


і YOU'RE 
SO BAD. 


WHAT'S 
THAT? A 


FINISHED 
GRILLING. 
THE 
KIDS WHO 
SAID THE 
DRAWING 
WAS BAD 
WILL GET ይ 
NONE! ደ 


I WONDER 
IF THE SKIES 
OF YAGYU 


WHERE'S 
JOTA? 
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BRING SOME | 
FOR HIM 


YOU'VE 
IMPROVED, 
JOTARO. 


SOLO PRAC- 
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МУ HEART. 4 = : ЖА SWORD OF МУ 


ARE МОКЕ, 
TAROCHIN. 
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I CANT 
FORGET THAT 
THE LORD 
REALLY LIKED 


NO, LET'S 
GO TO THE NEXT 
VILLAGE WHILE 
THERE'S STILL 

SUNLIGHT. 


OTSU HAS 
РАЈ READV 
ኤ CHOSEN 

SOMEONE. 


5, 


CAN 
YOU SHOW 
ME YOUR 
SWORDS- 
MANSHIP? 
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HA 
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CASTLE LORD 
TADATOSHI HOSOKAWA 


δ 5 


THAT PERSON 


! WASKOJIROS Й 
$ GUARDIAN. 
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AS IM 
WELCOMING 
HIM AS A NEW 
WOULD LIKE TO 
SEE HIS SKILLS 
WITH МУ OWN 
EYES. 


INSTRUCTOR, 
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КА HIM AND THE | 
CURRENT HEAD. 
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FIELD MANV 
TIMES. 
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HOW ABOUT 
YOU FIGHT 
KOJIRO? 
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SHE 
MIGHT LOOK LIKE 
THAT BUT SHES STILL 
HERE WITHOUT LOSING 
HER POSITION DUE TO 
8 HER UNPARALLELED 
à SWORDSMANSHIP. 
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О KOKURA 
: CASTI 


ON WHY T— -À МЕ NO 
YOU PUT "m | x OT A FIR 
DOWN YOUR 2953 GRASP 
SWORD. 7 GRASP 

| | T I 


- ҚА GREAT 
| IWAMA. => መቋ ኤ | LORD. 
ሽ you DID 


PLEASE : 
CONTINUE ТО EE 
DEVOTE YOUR | 

LOVALTV. 8 
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NOT EVEN 
UNDERSTAND 
WHAT IT IS TO 


FAMILY! 


KOJIRO 
IS DEAF 
AND САМТ 


I DOUBT HE 
KNOWS TOO 
MANY WORDS 
EITHER... 


A FAMOUS 
TREASURE 
BEING A MONKEY, 
THAT'S EMBAR- 
RASSING. 


A WARRIOR. 


MAKE HIM 
A SANURAT OF 
THE HOSOKAWA 
FAMILY. 
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IT'S MASTER 
KOJIR 
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HAVE A CUP 
OF TEA? 


OF KOJI- 
RO'S EDU- 
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IM 
PUTTING 
YOU TWO IN 
CHARGE 


=~ СТ 


BE: N 


| 


= ` 
—.\ 


=. | 
Vi, 
ПІН 


-А 


I WONDER 
IF HELL RE- 
COGNIZE ME 
NOW THAT I 
SHAVED OFF 
МУ BEARD. 


ም ሪኣ YO, 
KOJIRO, 4 "C | IT'S BEEN 
IT'S МЕ. ‹መፌ 1 A WHILE. 


ANOTHER 
STI (88004 MAN 
APPEARS) 
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| DRANK SAKE 
ТОФЕТНЕК. 


KNOW/ YOU'LL 
KNOW ONCE 


КЕМЕМВЕК 
МЕ. 


BEEN LEFT IN 
CHARGE OF 
SOMETHING 27 
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CARE FOR A 
LONG TIME 


TO YOU, 
KOJIRO. 


I'LL START 
AGAIN WITH 
A CLEAN 
SLATE. 


I CANNOT 
LIE TO THE 
GODS. 


cf AST Ν... 
DID UNCLE] ^" ` 
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ТАМ ad 
THE ONE AT - 


DO you 
MEAN THAT 


PEOPLE WHO Ñ 


DIE... GOTO 
THAT PLACE 
CALLED HELL 
AND CANNOT 
EVER BE 
SAVED? 


I KNEW 
THERE WERE 
A LOT OF 
IS THAT... A ха FOREIGNERS 
PAGAN МОКК IN KOKURA. 
PREACHING? ул \ 


І EVEN HEARD И 
BUSINESS WAS 


AND THIS 
ALSO GOES 
2 FOR му CHILD 
ЙА WHO DIED WHEN 
HE WAS THREE 
ს YEARS OLD?! 


НЕ 15 ТНЕ 
ONE AND 


AND HE Y 
IS FATHER 


is Y : | DIVED 
( SAVING THAT : ৯ জিভ 


TO SAVE MY SON 
WHO HAD FALLEN 
IN. HE TOO WAS 


THOUGH THEY 
COMMITTED 


NO SINS? AND SWEPT ВУ THE 
THEY CAN'T CURRENT 
POSSIBLY 


à ВЕ THERE! 


BELIEVING 
STON WILL 477778 
“ир WASA 
NOT HELP 
You | Д DEVOUT 


MAN. 


DON'T SAY 
SUCH CRUEL 
| THINGS!! 


COULDN'T 

POSSIBLE 
KNOW OF 

GOD!! į 


THEKE 15 NO 
KEDEMPTION. 


IT'S НЕАКТ- 
BREAKING. 


I GIVE MY 
THANKS TO 
THE GODS. 


ТЕ ТНАТ ው 1 МУ 
ISN'T BEING MOTHER 
DEVOUT THEN І PRAYED 
DON'T KNOW AT EVERY 


WHAT IS. ტიტი. 
TUNITY. 


EVEN IF ` 
HELL AWAITS 
МЕ... І KNOW 
SHE САМ BE . 

SAVED. 


UNDERSTAND 
JAPANESE 
à THAT WELL. 
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HE ТАМЕР 
MOGURA?! 


KOJIRO 
TAMED THAT | 
UNRULY 
HORSE?! 


YES MY 


LORD... HE 
I GUESS IT COMPLETELY 
WARMED UP MADE THE 


HORSE HIS 
OWN. 


TO KOJIRO. 


WONDER Y I DON'T KNOW 
| те IT WENT წ- | WHAT CAUSED 
THROUGH БЕ | SUCH A STRONG 

SOME | TEMPERAMENT 


HARSH 
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CHILDREN 

AND CITI- 

ZENS LIKE 
НІМ. 


THE KIDS 

TOLD HIM ১ 
THEY WANTED В 

TO LEARN 

SWORDS- | 
ს ΜΑΝΘΗΙΡ. / 


POPULAR 
EVEN THOUGH 
HE HASN'T 
BEEN HERE 
LONG. 


WHO ARE WE, 
THE HOZOKAWA 
HOUSEHOLD, TO 

THE KOKURA 


TO RULE, ONE 
CANNOT TURN WE 
ОМЕ”5 BACK ОМ 
THE CITIZENS” 
HEARTS. 


IT DOESN'T 
STOP AT THE 
HORSE. 


LORD LET US 
LIVE PEACE- 
FULLY”? 


LETS MAKE 
THE BEST OF HIS 
POPULARITY. 


THE SAKE 
OF THIS 


WHAT DO 
YOU THINK, 


BE BEST TO 
LET HIM HAVE 
A DOJO JUST 

LIKE UJITE. 


REALLY COME 
TO UNDERSTAND 
KOJIRO’S TRUE 
STRENGTH AFTER 

THAT LITTLE 


FACED HIM, 
SHE MUST KNOW 
WHAT HE TRULV 

IS CAPABLE 
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WERE I TO FACE 
НІМ А HUNDRED 


TIMES. 
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QUESTIONING 


HIS ABILITY. 
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DON'T 
FOLLOW HIM 
JUST BECAUSE 


YOUR EYES 
MET// 
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LET US 
RETURN TO 
THE CASTLE, 
SHALL WE? 


ETTIQUETTE 
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SINCE 
THE LORD 
ORDERED ME 
TO BE YOUR 
TRAINER, 


THIS ROOM 
WE WILL BE 
TEACHER AND 
STUDENT. 
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REALLY FIT 
ТО BE HIS 
ТЕАСНЕК? 


ТО BE CONTINUED או‎ 6 
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KOKURA CASTLE, 
WHICH KNEW BOTH 
HE DISTRESS AND 
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THE GLORY OF A 


WARMUNDER АМ 
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BLACK... 


FINE THINGS 
TO SAY, 
) HONESTLY. 
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CI | CHRISTIANS 
і | IS REALLY 


IF THAT СОР 
CALLED DEUS 


AND PEOPLE 1 MADE EVERY- 
CAN ONLY BELIEVE THING IN THIS 
WORLD ON HIS 


IN THAT DEUS 
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THE PEOPLE ОР 
JAPAN IN THE 
PAST TO ВЕСІМ 
WITH BECAUSE 
THEY DIDN'T 

KNOW DEUS, 4 
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ГМ SORRY 1 BERN An БЕН ig 
FORYOUR | M 1А A HELL TILL 
HUSBAND AND B. 
YOUR CHILD. 


| SHOULDN'T 
LET IT 


NOT MARRIED. 
AND I DON'T 
HAVE ANY 
KIDS. 


07 ах Жа 


YEARS 
ALREADY, 
EH? | 


MOTHER, BUT 
SHE PASSED 
AWAY FIVE 
YEARS AGO. 


AH їромт 


KNOW MY 
FATHER'S 
FACE... 


HAVE І 
LOST ALL 
MY FAMILY 
WITHOUT 
A. REALIZING 


TAKE GOOD 

CARE OF 
YOUR 

А FATHER. 


| DIDN'T І 
VOW TO 
STOP 


T'M LOOKING 
FOR A CHEAP 
PLACE TO 
STAV. 


COULD YOU 
TELL МЕ IF 
THERE'S A 
TEMPLE NEARBY 
WHERE І 
COULD SPEND 
THE NIGHT? 


SAMURAI 
FROM 
SAKUSHU 
MIMASAKA. 
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WHY דסא‎ ` 
COME TO 
OUR 


IT'S SMALL, 
BUT WE'LL BE 
FINE WITH 
JUST ONE 


ALL THE 
SAME IN 
NOW TIMES OF 

TROUBLE, 


ALRIGHT, 


you ARE 


you ARE 
THE DISC- 


vli “47 


ХАЛ AN 
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HOW STRONG 
YOU ARE, IF 
YOU ARE NO 

GOOD IN THIS, 
YOU CANNOT 


LIVE IN A SAMU- 


RAI SOCIETY. 


FULL WELL 
HOW STRONG 


VOL ARE. ደ 
mt 


DON'T PICK 
YOUR NOSE! 


IF SOMEONE 
LIKE A SAMURAI 
CANNOT READ 
AND WRITE 
KANJI, HE 
CANNOT LEARN 
FROM BOOKS 
OF THE PAST. 


READING 
AND WRITING 
KANJI. 


BY PUTTINC 
YOUR 
JOURNAL 


THEN INTO 
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WHAT THE 
HELL ARE YOU 


উই | DOING, KOJIRO! 21? 
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ALL WITHIN 
THE CASTLE 
WILL KNOW | 


| 


ABOUT THE 
VICTORY OF 
THE NEWLY 
ARRIVED 
YOUNG 
WARRIOR... 


PEOPLE 
WILL TALK... 


MASTER SUGA'S 
CRUSHING 
DEFEAT. 


IT APPEARS 
GANRYU 2 ТИЕ LORD 16 
/ @ШТЕ FOND 


FORGET? 


THE 
HUMILIATION 
OF HAVING 
BEEN USED 
AS A STEP- 
PING STONE, 


IT WITHIN 
YOUR HEART, 
PRETENDING 

NOT TO 
REMEMBER 


WILL YOU 
РОВСЕТ...? 


OR WILL 
YOU...? 
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WON'T YOU 
SIT РОИМ!? 


KAEDE 


/ 

DON'T იი“. 
JUST STAND 1 
THERE WATCH- (КЕ 
ING, GIVE МЕ κα -- 


RIGHT, YOU 
COULDN'T 
HEAR ME. 


Т'М SAYING 
IT ONCE MORE, 
SO LISTEN... 


SINCE YOU HAVE 
OBTAINED 
STATUS AND A 
STIPEND FROM 
THE HOSOKAWA, 
you HAVE TO 
WORK FOR THE 


AS YOU ARE 
NOW, SIR KOJIRO, 
| THAT'S NOT | 
POSSIBLE! 


E NOT.... 
A POSSIBLE... 


SHOULDN'T 
SAY IT, BUT 
IT APPEARS 
THAT YOUR 
PARENTS 
WERE TOO 
ЧІ), INDULGENT. 


COME NOW, 
LET US BEGIN 
WITH READING 
AND WRITING! 


EVEN IF YOU 
EXCEL WITH THE 
SWORD, YOU'RE 

NO DIFFERENT 
THAN A SIX YEAR 
OLD CHILD!! 


ITHINK HE'S 
A MAN TOO FAR 
REMOVED FROM 

WHAT IS 
‘ORDINARY,’ 


: ו‎ I'VE 
UNDERSTOOD 


HIS ABILITY IS 
«вит AS EXEMPLARY. 


Y ALL THE more | 
BECAUSE OF 
HIS TALENT... 


РО YOU 
BELIEVE І 
SHOULD NOT 
HAVE EMPLOYED 


IT SAYS HE'S 
HEADING TO 
KOKURA TO- 
GETHER WITH 
MUSASHI. 
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А NOTED TREA- 
SURE IS SOME- 
THING YOU OB- 
TAING PAYING 
AN EQUIVALENT 
PRICE. 


THIS IS A 
SADO. 
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Y THAT IS A 
MESSAGE 
(SCREAM 
DESIRING 
FREEDOM 

AND A 

FRIEND. 


I WON'T 
LOSE, 
KOJIRO. 
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WELL LET 6 
BECIN BY 
STUDYING 


ARE YOU 
ALRIGHT, 
OGAWA- 
SENSEI? 


LIKE TO 
МАТСИ. 
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SIR KOJIRO'S 
EDUCATORS... 


WE WISH 
TO SEE IF IT IS 


TO SEE IF 
YOU ARE 
COMPETENT 


THAT IS THE 
GREAT LORD 
TADAOKI'S 
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HOW CAN 
I GUESS 
WHAT UPBRINGING 
HE HAD THAT 
MADE HIM WHAT 
НЕ 5 NOW? 
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1 DON'T 
HAVE A 
COMMON 


TO EMPATHIZE 
WITH HIM ON 


Ч IMPOSSIBLE 
TO СОМР- 
ВЕНЕКО. 


НЕ EXPLODES 
WHEN WE DON'T 
REALIZE WHAT 

HE WANTS TO 


HIM THROWING 
A TANTRUM 15 
LIKE... 


AND STRIFE 
ENSUES 


/ THE MORE 1 

THINK HE'S 

A DIFFERENT 
KIND OF 
HUMAN. 


CP 


ТИЕ MORE 
TIME I 
SPEND WITH 


HE WANTS 
TO UO AS 
НЕ PLEASES. 


A BABY DENIED 
HIS MILK. 


IN BATTLE, 
KOJIRO 15 
A GENIUS. 
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он, GOING 
ALREADY? 
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you 
GOING HOME 
OF LATE, 


EARLY A LOT 
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THAT IS WHY 1 
HAVE ABANDONED 
THE WAY OF THE 

SWORD. 
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RAISING KOJIRO 
AS A HOSOKAWA 
SAMURAI IS 
MY DUTY. 


TOMORROW, T'LL 
MAKE HIM OBEY, 
AT ALL COSTS. 


DOES IT 

SHIT... MEAN HE 
NOW HAS NO 

I CAN'T INTEREST 
ሻ= ጋዊ IN ል РОЕ 


AND DOESN'T; 


Ей?! 
EATING WITH 
THE CREAT 
LORD?! 
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VI три, 
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I'VE RECEIVED 
SOME OMURA 
BAY SEA 
CUCUMBERS. 


I REALLY 
LIKE THEM, 
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HE APPEARS 
ТО ВЕ 4 MONKEY 
MORE THAN 
А МАМ!!!! 


WHAT'S THE 
MEANING OF 
THIS, OGAWA?! 


KAEDE?! 


THE 
ВЕТВЕМЕКТ 
ESTATE ОР 
LORD TADAOKI'S 
FATHER, 
HOSOKAWA 
VUSAI. 


MIVAMOTO 
MUSASHI. 
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